Chester sat at his desk and thought about Clara.
He wondered what was that evil they are involved in.
He could not believe the children told him their parents sold them to the devil and they felt safe with Laura.
He thought,” Skip must believe something he left four hundred soldiers at that small town. He trust me to figure it out.”
Chester’s eyes fell on the envelop with the pentagram, the key and pieces of a map.
He knew most pieces of the puzzle but his question was,”Who?”
Chester made it mandatory for every soldier to learn protocol.
He had the bugle blow at crack of dawn.
He had the soldiers do two hours of physical strength training every day and riding their horses for an hour each day and target shooting practice for two hours per day.
Chester could not believe the troops were at headquarters and getting paid and were in terrible shape. He thought, “No wonder the assassins thought they could run over us.”
Chester sat up in his chair.
His eyes zoomed in on the key in his hand.
The soldiers in his office looked at him.
They knew he did not trust them.
They knew enough about Chester that when he is deep in thought only Skip’s telegrams could interrupt him.
The office soldiers knew to put everything else in a folder and put it on his desk.
Chester would be up at the crack of dawn if he went to sleep at all.
He would walk through the camp in the middle of the night.
The sentries would salute and watch Chester at all times of night.
Chester would eat the food brought to the soldiers.
He would daily praticpate in the physical strength training, riding the horse and the shooting.
Chester liked the two big sentries.
He split the hundred men up into groups of fifties and let them rotate through the exercise everyday.
The soldiers in his office looked at Chester to see if they would go.
Chester did not say anything to them but posted which team they would be in.
Chester constructed a post for their announcements.
Chester put an order for several cooks and assistants along with medics.
Skip sent him a personal message that no one was to go to Wes and Dr. Obersteen, to have transport ready to take any to the big city hospitals and only have Wes or Dr. Obersteen to look at the patient and write an order to the hospital what to do and have Zachery or Samuel send him a telegram if the doctors were followed and the condition of the patient.
Chester organized a medic team of two wagons and eight drivers that can take an injured person or sick person to the big city hospital in less than two days.
Chester said, “Because we are at the end of the new settlement that cuts a day of travel.”
He rode to the entrance of the new settlement and walked through no man’s land.
He stood and looked at that beautiful piece of land as far as the eyes could see.
The soldiers at the entrance of the new settlement watched Chesterd.
He demonstrated leadership.
Once he completed the five hours of training each morning he would pass his family and go to the governor’s tent and check on the four patients.
He showed Wes and Dr. Obersteen the telegram from Skip stating for them to do a pre-assessment of the patient and write their recommended course of action.
Wes and Dr. Obersteen agreed.
They turned back to attending to Newsom.
Wes leaned over Newsom and Newsom swallowed hard and said “Doc.”
Chester was standing and looking at the other patients and he turned quickly and looked at dead Newsom.
Wes was overcome.
He had tears falling from his face and quivering lips and he could not speak.
Dr. Obersteen said, “Yes.”
Newsom said, “Thanks.”
Dr. Obersteen patted his shoulder and said, “You are quit welcome.”
Dr. Obersteen reached and touched Wes’ shoulder.
Wes walked out the tent.   
Chester knew it was a moment for all time.
The soldiers in the yard watched Wes who fell on his knees.
The soldiers did not know if it was something good or something bad.
Chester did not know what to do.
The governor said, “Soldier.”
Chester turned and looked at the governor.
Dr. Obersteen said, “The governor summoned you.”
Chester walked over to the governor and said, “Sir.”
The governor was in much pain and said, “Don’t let them take him.”
They heard a wagon pulled in the yard.
Dr. Obersteen slightly turned to his right and looked back at Chester who was still looking at the governor.
Dr. Obersteen said, “Chester”, he nodded at the door.
The governor went back into rest.
Chester said, “I can’t tell them no.”
Dr. Obersteen continued to work on Newsom and said, “Your governor just gave you a verbal order, are you going to let one family disobey a direct order by the governor.”
Chester wlked over to Dr. Obersteen and said, “The governor is sick and talking out of his head.”
The governor said, “I remember you Chester when you brought me here.”
Chester was so shocked.
Dr. Obersteen nodded at the governor and continued to attend to Newsom.
Newsom mother passed Wes and walked in the tent.
She looked around and said, “Where is he?”
Chester recovered his sense and said, “I can shoot you now.”
Newsom said, “Please do.”
Dr. Obersteen snickered and continued to work on Newsom.
Then Newsom’s family rushed into the tent.
Arnold on was on top of the new structured and yelled at the soldiers, “All of you I will court martial. “
Arnold jumped off the building and ran into the governor’s tent with his gun drawn and started throwing the children and the mother, brothers and sisters out of the governor‘s tent.
Newsom family members had made it over messing with the other patients.
Chester started fighting them and knocking them out.
Terry was coming back from getting water and he saw Wes kneeling on the ground.
Terry saw the two wagons and knew it had to be Newsom’s family but where were they?
He saw Commander Arnold jump from the building and run into the tent with his gun drawn.
The soldiers were standing around looking.
The cooks and the soldiers in the back ran to the governor’s tent.
Terry ran into the tent and saw a boy about nine and one eleven trying to put their hands in Newsom’s wounds.
Dr. Obersteen yelled, “Somebody get these devils!”
Terry ran and grabbed the two boys by the throats and threw them on the on the floor.
The boys tried to jump up and run back to fight Terry.
Terry looked at his friend and said, “Hey buddy.”
Dr. Obersteen said, “Two o’clock.”
Terry looked at Dr. Obersteen and saw the boys and he kicked both in the stomach.
The cooks grabbed the two boys and threw them out the tent and tied them up.
Wes jumped up and ran inside the tent.
Betsy and Joshua heard all the screaming.
They ran out the door and saw Wes getting up off the ground and running into the tent.
The soldiers surrounding the governors ran into the tent and begin to beat Newsom’s family out the tent.
Betsy said, “Joshua and Angelica stay here.”
Betsy ran down the steps to the governor’s tent.
Marc and Joseph were running to the governor’s tent.
Two of the teenagers had gotten to David and was squeezing his IV and was laughing when he hollered in pain.
Chester beat them terribly and beat them on the ground.
Chester was mad and begin to kick them out the governor’s tent.
Marc ran and grabbed the two teenagers off the ground and threw them out the tent and yelled to the cooks to tie them up.
Arnold saw the mother and uncle looking at Bruce and tried to look under his sheet and the mother was about to touch Bruce.
Arnold had his gun to her head, Wes yelled, “No”.
Betsy said the chaos.
She could not believe these heathens.
Arnold hit the mother in the face with his gun.
He looked at his gun and put it up.
One of the uncles said, “We just having fun.”
The guards grabbed him by his throat and dragged him out the tent and tied him up.
Chester ran to the first lady where two teenage boys were two grown men had pulled the first lady’s sheet up and started messing with her and she was screaming.
Wes was working on David and looked back and saw Betsy and yelled, “Betsy back.”
Dr. Obersteen said, “Over here.”
Betsy ran to D. Obersteen and put her head on his back so she would not see anything.
Her babies were kicking.
Dr. Obersteen was surprised and said, “Betsy sit down in that chair.”
The fifteen contractors were standing on the top of the building and some had come down and was standing back watching this foolishness.
Chester ran to the first lady and hit the uncle and the teenager on his side and Joseph ran and begin to beat the man and the teenager on his side.
Arnold and the mother were knuckle fighting.
She was getting beaten by Arnold.
The guards watched.
The guards ran to Chester.
Chester yelled,”No.”
Chester beat the man and the teenage boy terribly.
He kicked them to the guards.
The guards picked them up and dragged them out the tent and tied them.
Joseph was beating the grown man.
Arnold was beating the mother.
Marc grabbed the teenage boy and was choking him.
Wes yelled, “Thelma. I’m coming.”
Dr. Obersteen looked over at Thelma, but he had a lot of work to do on Newsom.
Betsy was sitting sideways and she saw something on the floor.
She screamed and jumped up.
Wes looked back.
Terry ran and saw a hand.  
He grabbed the hand and it was a teenage girl trying to escape.
Terry grabbed her and pulled her by the hair and dragged her outside.
He tied her up with the rest of her family.
Arnold was still fighting with the mother.
Emma ran into the tent.
Chester was about to hit Emma.
Wes said, “Emma.”
Dr. Obersteen said, “Emma?”
Betsy said, “Emma she was messing with Bruce weewee.”
Emma ran and grabbed the woman and fought her down to the floor and got on top of the mother and let her rage out on the woman.
She was choking her with one hand and bashing her head with the other.
Terry stood and watched.
Dr. Obersteen said, “Terry move.”
Chester looked at Dr. Obersteen.
Betsy was standing by Dr. Obersteen and watched.
Wes said to Chester. “Please calm down the first lady.”
Betsy ran to Thelma and pulled the sheet on her.
Thelma looked up at Betsy and rested her head on Betsy’s stomach.
Newsom said, “Kill’em.”
Chester said, “No. Soldier prison.”
Newsom begin to cry.
Dr. Obersteen saw the anguish of Newsom’s soul.

Chester said, “Soldier I am sorry.”
Wes looked back at Thelma and said, “Thelma! You moved your head.”
Betsy knew that was important and said, “Good Thelma.”
Emma was still fighting the mother.
Arnold guided them outside the tent and the mother tried to run and Emma ran behind her.
Joshua and Angelica yelled, “Run Emma.”
Commander Arnold had pulled his gun and aimed it.
Chester had pulled his gun and had it aimed.
Mattie was standing on the porch looking.
Betsy was holding Thelma’s hand.
Emma caught the momma and they fought.
Emma remembered a shovel was by the porch.
Emma did a flip and grabbed the shovel and beat the woman with the shovel.
The soldiers were watching a true fight.   
One of the men said, “That shovel aint doing nothing to momma.”
Commander Arnold moved to hit the man, but Marc beat him to it.
Commander Arnold looked at Marc.
Marc said, “It won’t look right for a commander to hit a tied up prisoner.”
Commander Arnold said, “Whatever I do is right soldier.”
He stared at Marc.
David said, “I want to see.”
Chester heard the governor.
Wes said, “David, see what?”
David said, “Fight.”
Wes said, “Governor please go to sleep.”
David said, “No.”
Chester smiled.
He nor the commander put down their gun.
Chester said, “Who is that woman?”
Commander Arnold said, “I think Skip’s soon to be daughter-in-law.”
Chester said, “So I can’t shoot her?” 
Commander Arnold looked at Chester and said, “And I would have to explained that to Skip and Bruce.”
Chester looked at Commander Arnold.
Commander Arnold said, “Go and stop them and tied up that old whore.”
Chester put up his gun and began to walk towards the two fighting women.
Angelica was watching Chester and had a worried look on her face.
Chester looked at her and the little boy Skip talked about.
Angelica tried to run and see.
Chester saw something was wrong with her legs.
Angelica said, “What you doing?”
Chester was so stunned by the authority the little girl spoke.
Joshua turned and saw Chester walking to the women.
Joshua saw the man in the uniform and said, “What are you doing?”
Chester stopped and held up his hands and said, “I am going to stop the fight.”
Commander Arnold was watching Chester and said, “Don’t talk to those children.”
Emma threw the momma into Chester and nearly knocked him down. 
Emma was about to dive on the mother.
Dr. Obersteen and Betsy yelled, “Emma.”
Commander Arnold looked at them.
Wes was talking to Thelma and attending to her body.
Thelma whispered, “I want them dead.”
Wes said, “Thelma don’t think about them.”
Wes checked her over and over and said, “I can’t tell did they touch here.”
Thelma turned her head.
Commander Arnold walked in and heard Wes question.
Commander Arnold said, “I need a word. Yes or no.”
Thelma begin to cry.
Commander Arnold said, “The first lady said, yes.”
The governor said, “You can’t do that.”
The commander said, “The governor was unconscious during the attack.”
Chester was walking in the tent and heard the conversation.
Wes was in shock and looking at the commander.
David said, “Arnold go and build my room and what are you going to do about your soldiers?”
David started squirming from pain.
Wes said, “David are you in pain?”
Chester looked at David then at Wes.
Commander Arnold looked at David then at Wes.
Wes was scared and walked over to David.
He took his vitals and held his hand until he started calming down.
Wes started examining David’s body and said, “Damn.”
Chester said, “What?”
Wes pulled out a needle somebody had stuck in the governor’s side.
Chester looked and said, “We will take care of this mess. Including the six soldiers who did not stop them from entering into the tent.”
Commander Arnold said, “Governor we should be finished with your room today.”
David whisper, “Thank you.”
Thelma was still crying.
Newsom and Bruce were resting.
Dr. Obersteen escorted Emma in the tent to see Bruce.
Commander Arnold and Chester looked at this woman who was fighting over Bruce.
Emma walked to Bruce.
Wes looked back at Emma.
Emma held Bruce’s hand and said, “Don’t you say nothing else Wes.”
Bruce whispered, “Emma.”
Emma kissed his lips.
Bruce said, “Miss you.”
Emma put her face against his face.
Bruce went back to sleep.
His rest stage.
Emma kissed his lips again and put his hands on his chest.
She lifted up the cover and looked at his body.
Emma said, “Wes get your smart ass over here and wash Bruce from that fifty offensive woman touch.”
Mattie saw Betsy coming to the house. She kissed Joshua and Angelica and walked off the porch passed Betsy and did not speak and walked to the wagon.
Betsy looked at Mattie and did not say anything.
The soldiers were putting Newsom’s family in the wagons to take them to the capitol to prison.
Wes held up the needle and showed it to Dr. Obersteen.
Dr. Obersteen was walking to Thelma.
Dr. Obersteen said, “What? I did not have it.”
Wes said, “One of them stuck him with it.”
Dr. Obersteen walked to Thelma and said, “I’m sorry Thelma I could not get to you.”
Thelma turned her head and looked at Dr. Obersteen with tear filled eyes and whispered, “John.”
He nearly grabbed Thelma and kissed her.
He had to remember Emma was crazy and they could not do anything to her.
Then he thought, “What the hell they are about to destroy my life.”
Wes walked over to Dr. Obersteen and said, “Take Emma out.”
Chester and Commander Arnold were watching Dr. Obersteen.
Wes stared at John.
John put Thelma’s hand down and walked to Emma and said, “Emma.”
Emma looked at John and said, “I want to stay.”
Dr. Obersteen said, “Maybe warden Wes will let you another day.”
Wes rolled his eyes at Dr. Obersteen.
Emma put her head on John’s shoulder and walked out.
Chester said, “Wes is there anything we need to know?”
Commander Arnold looked at Wes.
Wes was looking over Thelma’s body.
He looked back at David.
David, “Thelma and John were lovers.”
Chester and Commander Arnold looked at the governor and then at Wes.
Wes said, “Yes. David I told you to sleep.”
David said, “We rest not sleep.”
Wes went and picked up Bruce’s contained and got cotton and peroxide to clean his private.
David whispered, “I’m cold. Can I do something to him?”
Commander Arnold looked over at David.
Wes got the cotton and poured peroxide on it and began to clean Bruce.
Chester was watching Wes and David.
Bruce said, “Emma!”
Wes stopped and said, “You want Emma to do this?”
Bruce said, “To beat you.”
Chester started laughing.
David tried to yell and said, “Father Skip.”
Commander Arnold and Chester ran out the tent.
Chester was counting all the prisoners.
One of the contractors said, “They gonna take the children to jail?”
Commander Arnold was putting on his work gloves and said, “You can in their place.”
Commander Arnold had a very cold and vicious facial expression.
The contractors went back to building the roof.
They had completed three sides by yesterday and put the roof on top that morning.
They decided not to put a fourth wall so the doctors could easily pass back and forth.
They were just about finished.
The word had spread through the troops about the invasion of the soldier’s family and they were all being taken to jail.
The word spread the six soldiers that did not stop them from going to the governor’s tent were to be court martial.
Chester did not go back to his troop.

He took the six soldiers’ credentials and dismissed them.
He told them they would not get any military benefits and they would receive a dismissal opposite to a court martial.
Chester said, “You can take a horse but you have two hours to pack your personal things and leave.”
Chester looked at his watch and said, “Begin now.”
Commander Arnold was standing on top of the building and watching and listening.
He nearly fell off the roof, but caught himself.
The soldiers were standing around looking.
Chester walked back to them and said, “You cannot be on any base. You will be arrested and sent to prison.”
The cooks yelled at them and said, “Run fools.”
The soldiers started to run.
The soldiers ran them off the governor’s territory.
Chester saw Dr. Obersteen walking with the brunette to the house.
Emma whispered to John, “They did not bury Bill his body is on the ground.”
John stopped and looked at Emma and took her by the arm and walked back to Chester.
Chester was writing the six soldiers’ information down on paper Terry brought to him.
Chester looked up at Dr. Obersteen and then the attractive Emma who hair was falling a loose.
Wes walked to the tent door and looked right and then left.
The soldiers snickered, because they thought Wes and Dr. Obersteen were silly.
Chester heard the snickering, but he did not turn his attention to address them.
Dr. Obersteen heard the soldiers snickering.
Emma looked around Chester at the soldiers and the soldiers stopped snickering.
Chester said, “Yes.”
Dr. Obersteen said, “Emma said Bill’s body is not buried but laying on top of the ground.”
Chester stood and looked at them.
Chester said, “Two soldiers now.”
Marc and Joseph ran to Chester.
Chester looked at them and said, “Take two horses and ride with her and confirm if the body is buried or not. If the body is not buried rushed back to me.”
Joseph said, “We don’t have horses. They transport us here.”
Emma said, “Ride with me.”
Wes said, “Terry.”
Everyone turned and looked at Wes.
Terry walked to Wes.
Wes said, “I need you to stay a few minutes with the patients until I come back.”
Terry said, “Sure.”
Terry went and sat by Newsom and peeped at the door for Wes.
He eased his comic book out of his shirt and started reading to Newsom the comics and laughing.
Chester said, “Ma am I run this operation.”
Emma started looking around at Newsom’s family.
Chester stared at Emma because he knew what she meant that he wasn’t doing a good job.
Chester felt he was losing his authority.
Chester looked at March Na Joseph and said, “Get all of the prisoners’ information. Those two female teenagers charge with assault on the governor. The two boys assault on Newsom. The mother sexual assault on Captain Bruce…”
Emma ran to the wagon and knock the woman on her head.
Chester said, “Damn.”
Commander Arnold said, “That boy right there and that man with sexual assault on the first lady.”
Chester was watching Emma.
He knew he could do nothing to Emma because it was his fault she got to the prisoner. 
He did not want to charge them with sexual assault even though he knew they did it.
Chester turned to Marc and Joseph and said, “You heard him.”
Commander Arnold was standing on the roof and looking at all of them.
Chester looked around and said, “There should be horses in case of emergencies.”
Chester looked at the two wagons of prisoners and said, “You all act like these charges are nothing.” 
The teenage girl that Terry pulled by the hair said, “We been in trouble before. That’s why the rest of us aint here.”
The grown men realized they were really going to prison.
One said, “Sir. Can you let the girls and the boys go?”
Chester saw Emma moved and he jumped in front of her.
He pointed to the wagon with Mattie and said, “You go. Just because you are Captain Bruce’s girlfriend does not mean I won’t arrest you.”
One of the soldiers said, “Arrest her and put her in the wagon with that woman. I just got paid.”
Chester turned around.
All the soldiers looked straight ahead.
Chester said, “How about you adding two hours of physical strength training to your daily routine?”
No body said a word.
Commander Arnold said, “Captain Chester it was the soldier Benson.”
Chester looked at Emma.
Wes said, “Emma why are you here.”
Emma said, “Bill’s body is lying out on the ground and not buried.”
Chester said, “I am going to check n that now. You go and get in the wagon. You have done enough for today.”
Emma looked at Chester liked all that was his fault.
Chester frowned and looked at her.
Emma said to Wes, “Don’t you ever say anything to me ever.”
Commander Arnold said, “Hell she did a better job that your soldiers.”
Chester watched Dr. Obersteen walked Emma to the wagon.
Joshua ran to Emma and hugged her.
She hugged Joshua.
Mattie smiled at him.
Angelica waved at Emma and Mattie.
They waved back and pulled out the yard.
Joshua felt so much better.
He hugged Betsy.
Betsy walked Joshua to the porch.
Angelica reached for Betsy to pick her up because she was in pain.
Wes ran on the porch and picked up Angelica.
Angelica tried to wrestle from Wes because she knew he was going to give her physical therapy.
She reached for Dr. Obersteen.
Dr. Obersteen waved at her.
She said, “Where the crazies? Help!”
Joshua said, “Angelica please.”
Angelica said, “Joshua help.”
Joshua said, “I can’t help. I’m just a little boy.”
Chester was being watched by Commander Arnold and walked to Soldier Benson and said, “He is a commander and he watches everything. Why would you open your big ass mouth?”
Benson said, “Sorry sir.”
Commander Arnold said, “Hell yell you are sorry.”
He nailed the last nail into the roof.
The contractors screamed.
Everyone they had finished in a few days the structure.
Dr. Obersteen walked back to the governor’s tent.
He did not like to Angelica in the pain. He noticed how Joshua was with her and holding her hand.
Dr. Obersteen walked in the governor’s tent and saw Terry reading the comics to Newsom. 
Dr. Obersteen said, “Comics?”
David said, “He won’t read to us.”
Dr. Obersteen said, “Governor your rom is just about ready. I have to sterilize it. If not tonight then definitely tomorrow.”
David said, “Today with heat.”
Dr. Obersteen said, “Yes sir.”
David said, “You’ve been fired?”
Dr. Obersteen patted the governor on his shoulder and checked his IV and said, “You think about you and get better. I don’t know if I can take much of your humor.”
David giggled and said, “Wait till I get warm.”
Dr. Obersteen said, “That’s what I am talking about.”
Dr. Obersteen checked all the patients.
Dr. Obersteen stumbled.
Terry stood up and said, “Dr. Obersteen sit here.
Dr. Obersteen sat and was going over each patient’s chart.
Terry walked out.
Dr. Obersteen noticed he was gone, but it did not matter because he was there.
Chester said, “You fool. He has ears that he hears a whisper and eyes of an eagle.” 
Commander Arnold jumped off the building and said, “Agility of a cat. I’ll write him up.”
Chester said, “Sir, can you finish with the charges on them and let them see I am in charge.”
Commander Arnold was standing and looking at the room they just finished and turned and said, “I know you want to save his ass.”
Chester said, “Yes sir.”
Soldiers were watching and listening.
Commander Arnold said, “I will give that to you. I leave tomorrow and when I get to headquarters I will meet with Skip.”
Chester bowed his head to Commander Arnold.
Chester said, “I will deal with you when I get back. I don’t want any of them to join any form of the military. I’ll put the block on them.”
One of the men said, “Ouh shucks.”
Soldier Benson bent over and looked at the man.
He had to turn his head quick so he did not laugh.
Chester looked at the man and Soldier Benson and said, “Like you he does not realize how much trouble he is in.”
Chester saluted Commander Arnold and went to his horse.
He heard Angelica screaming. 
He saw Betsy sitting on the porch with her ears covered.
Chester looked back at Commander Arnold.
He was enjoying the roof of the temporary room for the governor.
Commander Arnold looked at Chester and said, “She’s alright. Just physical therapy.”
Chester looked at Commander Arnold like it was common for the patients to be in such pain.
Chester looked at Betsy and walked to her.
Betsy looked up at him.
He said, “Is the little alright?”
Betsy said, “Yes.”
He looked around and said, “Where’s the boy?”
Commander Arnold stood with his hands on his hips and saw the contractors put the tarp and shingles on the roof.
Commander Arnold said, “Captain I said she was fine.”
Betsy said, “He’s inside with her and he holds her hand and comfort her during her pain.”
The teenage boys heard and said, “Whoa.”
They laughed.
Chester looked at them,
Betsy looked at them.
Chester said, “Where’s Emma?’
Betsy laughed.
Commander Arnold watched Chester.
He thought to himself, “He is hard headed. I don’t care if he is the person Skip wants to take over. He has a few years and we will see. No they will see. I’m retiring.”
Chester went to his horse and mounted it and rode fast out the yard to the back of the new settlement.
He did not see no sentries.
No soldiers nobody.
Emma and Mattie were sitting in the wagon about fifty feet back.
Mattie said, “Thank you for showing up.”
Chester looked at Mattie and turned his head.
He was not going to fuss with a woman. Especially those that are connected to Skip and Bruce.
Chester rode to the body and it had started to smell, even in the freezing temperature.
He looked at the tag.
He saw the grave was dugged as Skip ordered and he knew the three dumped the body like Skip said. He needs to find out who were to bury it.
Chester noticed the three had not reported back to the command post.
Chester sent Tony a telegram.
Tony had not responded.
Chester thought, “Skip know where they are.”
Chester walked back to Mattie and Emma and said, “Do either of you know how he looks and can identify to me that this is William Wilson.”
Both Mattie and Emma jumped out the wagon and ran to the stinky body.
Chester was stunned and turned and walked back to the body ad opened the bag.
Emma looked at Bill.
Mattie looked at Bill.
They both said, “Yes.”
Chester turned to go to the troop and look and see who was to bury the body and make them come and bury Bill or select someone to come and bury him.
Mattie and Emma ran to Bill’s body and begin to kick and stomp him.
Chester pulled out his gun and said, “Step back.”
Emma was trying to push Mattie away.
But Mattie was angry.
Chester said, “Go.”
Emma was out of breath and said, “I have to see the end of him.”
Mattie passed Chester with some of her red hair loose and her mouth poked out an out of breath.
Chester looked at them and said, “I will let you see him being buried. You follow me to the command post until I get someone to bury him and then you go back to where you came from.”
Emma and Mattie did not say anything.
Chester mounted his horse and rode to their wagon and saw the two distraught and crying women.
He wanted to ask what did he do to them.
Chester thought about that red head little boy and he looked at Emma and Mattie.
He figured he must have raped the red head and the brunette found out about and Wes put them out because they have emotional problems.
Chester said, “I told you to follow me.”
Emma and Mattie got in the wagon and rode to the command post.
They hollered all the way.
The soldiers topped their physical strength training and looked.
Because they thought Chester had arrested the women.
Chester looked back at Emma and Mattie and knew he could not yell at them.
He stopped and looked at his soldiers. They saw him looking at them and they started back their practice.
Chester went and pulled the order.
He saw the pickup and drop off which he knew the three would have done.
He saw Skip’s order to dig the grave and for two soldiers to be there and bury the body.
He did not see the two who were to bury the body.
He looked through the records and said to soldier Bright, “Go and tell Soldiers M. Johnson and B. Williamson I need them to come and meet me at the end of the new settlement and bury a body. Now.”
Chester turned to his desk and sat so he could officially write the order.
He noticed Bright had not moved.
Chester slowly stood up and slowly raised his head up to look at Bright.
All the soldiers in the office turned to their work.
Soldier Bright looked at Chester and ran out the office.
Chester finished writing the orders.
He wrote an order that Soldier Benson would be detained for a week, in that troop.
He would be responsible for helping the cooks in the morning serve the soldiers.
He would feed the horses and give them water and groom them everyday and once he finished those seven days he will return to the governor’s tent and lead the soldiers into their physical strength training for two weeks.”
Chester looked over his calendar for the next day.
The two soldiers posted across the street from the evil people will meet with him tomorrow morning.
Soldier Bright ran into the tent and looked back and nearly slipped.
Chester stood up and looked at him.
Soldier Bright was looking back at the door.
In walk M. Johnson and B. Williamson.
The office soldiers moved back.
Chester looked at soldiers running from other soldiers.
M. Johnson and B. Williamson were brawny men and they pushed Bright out the way.
They walked to Chester’s desk and M. Johnson put his fists on Chester’s desk and B. Williamson was cracking his knuckles. 
The other soldiers were peeping out of their tents and the ones exercising tried to stop, but the sentries Chester selected to lead the physical strength training, made them continue.
The soldiers wanted to see what was going to happen.
Chester did not saw a word.
He busted B. Williamson in his face and knocked him out and he hit M. Johnson and knocked him out.
Emma walked in and looked at the knocked out soldiers and said, “This is who you selected to bury him. It takes us nearly eight hours to get home and we need to see him buried.”
Chester said, “Lady get your ass back in that wagon.”
Emma snatched her head off and walked out the office.
Soldiers M. Johnson and B. Williamson were coming to.
They had their dismissal papers on Chester’s desk.
Chester said, “Bright, Woodsen and Glover get on your horses and go to the end of the settlement and bury that body that has been out there nearly two weeks.”
Chester said, “If you fools don’t move now you can leave now.”
He looked at the three soldiers.
Chester said, “Garrison, get me two sentries and tell them I said to escort this filth to get their personal items and be out of this new settlement by sundown.”
Emma and Mattie followed the three soldiers back to the gravesite.
The soldiers were quiet and they one took the feet and two took the shoulders and slung him into the grave.
Chester rode up and the second in command asked if he could go.
He wondered why Ferguson wanted to come.
Chester watched them kicked the dirt over the grave.
Chester said, “You don’t have a shovel?”
Emma went in the back of the wagon and said, “Sir” and bowed.
Chester rolled his eyes at her.
Emma said, “May I give this shovel to your dumb soldiers so this ordeal can be over?” 
The second in command stared at Emma and then Mattie.
Chester dismounted his horse and got the shovel out of Emma’s hand and handed it to Bright.
Chester said, “Hurry.”
Mattie got her insurance paper and handed it to Emma.
Emma curtesy and handed the paper to Chester.
Chester read the paper.
He looked at Mattie and signed and dated it and handed it back to Emma.
Emma got in the wagon.
Mattie turned the wagon around and flew.
They made the two day trip in a day and a half. To get through no mans land is eight hours but they made it in six hours.
They did not stop but made the eight hour trip from no man’s land to their houses in six hours.
They screamed all the way home.
The only ones who heard them were the soldiers at the beginning of the new settlement.
They went to separate empty houses and cried.
Mattie had applied for teaching jobs in other parts of the state and out of the state.
She received several yes.
She cried over never seeing Joshua again, because of Wes.
Emma said out loud, “Will I ever have Bruce?”
She rolled over the old sofa that was her grandmothers.
She could not believe she was crazy and the only who really loved her needed her and she could not be with him, because of Wes.   
Chester went back to the governor’s tent and the two wagons with Newsom’s family were gone.
He said to the soldiers who were in the front of the house, “Where are the Newsoms?”
The soldiers looked around.
The cook was walking to the cute house with dinner and said, “Sir, Commander Arnold took them to the command post to process them and he had  six armed soldiers assigned to each wagon and they left this evening to go to the capitol.”
Chester looked at the soldiers and then back at the cook and said, “Thank you Johnson. And thank you for preparing their food.”
The cook bowed his head and took the tray to the cute house.
Chester said, “Miller go and get Benson and tell him to pack up his personal items and begin to walk to the troop at the end of the new settlement. Now.”
Miller turned to go down by the brook.
He heard Benson back by Wes’ tent.
He turned and walked back to the cooks’ tent.
Miller and nodded back at Captain Chester who was standing and looking at Benson.
Benson looked back Chester and said, “So.”
The other soldiers said, “You need to go and see what he wants.”
Miller said, “I’m telling you what he wants. He said for you to pack up and begin to walk to the back of the new settlement to his troop.”
Benson said, “Walk. He got to be joking.”
The soldiers said, “Do what he says. It won’t be that long of a walk.”
Miller said, “It will keep you from being court martial and losing your pension you have worked for.”
He shook his head and walked away.
Miller walked to Chester and said, “Sir I gave him your message.”
Chester looked down at the soldiers and walked to the governor’s tent.
He did not see the governor.
He stopped.
Wes and Dr. Obersteen was in the new room with the governor.
Terry stood and put the comics strip behind him said, “Sir, they moved him into the room.”
Chester looked at Terry and said, “Are you on break?”
Terry said, “I read the comics to Gary because he would read them all the times.”
David said, “He won’t read to the rest of us.”
Chester smiled and walked through the side where Commander Arnold cut the tent.
Terry and Wes washed the walls and ceiling and the mopped the floor with alcohol.
They put both gas heaters in the little eight by eight room along with two hospital beds.
They placed a very large rug on the floor to cover the planks.
Wes brought the extra wheelchair to the room.
David was sitting up in the bed.
Wes and Dr. Obersteen had washed David and brushed his teeth and put him on pajamas and up his bed and placed his IV in the room.
They put several blankets on David.
David went to sleep.
Dr. Obersteen let up the rails and checked the gas heaters.
Wes and Dr.Obersteen walked out the room that had three wood walls and a ceiling that shingles and additional tent on the roof to keep rain out.
Commander Arnold left instructions and a contract for Chester that the contractors were to build another temporary room with a bath for Dr. Obersteen. It was a surprise from Skip.
The other contractors will be there in the spring.
Dr. Obersteen walked back into the tent and said, “Terry go to dinner. You and I will sleep in the freezer tonight.”
Terry stood and went to dinner.
Wes looked at David’s empty cot.
He pushed it against the wall and said, “No more.”
Wes said, “Who do you think will be moving next?”
Thelma lifted her hand but it flopped back down.
Dr. Obersteen grinned.
Chester looked at Dr. Obersteen and remembered the governor said he and Thelma were lovers.
Chester could not see it, because Dr. Obersteen was hard and non-sense. He heard the first lady was full of life.
Wes said, “Thelma you are outdoing your self today.”
Thelma went into her rest state.
Dr. Obersteen and Wes begin the evening care.
Chester walked out.
He looked at Benson who was leaving the cute house.
He did not know if he was going to the troop or leaving the military.
Chester dismissed M. Johnson and B. Williamson and saw they escorted out the settlement by the sentries.
Chester walked the area by the brook.
He passed Marc and Joseph that was about a mile from the cute house.
He walked about another mile and stood and looked at the brook and said, “God such beauty for such evil to be here.”
He thought he saw something out the corner of his eye and turned his head and did not see anything.
He thought, “Laura I need to know what you do, because I know I just saw something.” 
The attendant was standing back and watching Chester.
The attendant said to the new commander, “They are coming here now.”
The new commander was thinking.
Chester turned and walked back to the cute house. 
He said to Marc and Joseph, “If you know how to pray begin to pray.”
Joseph said, “Why. What did you see?”
Chester said, “A black figure. I need to see Laura.”
Marc said, “Why.”
Chester said, “A mand tried to kill Jason and Alice yesterday and Mellissa shot him.”
Marc said, “What?”
Joseph said, “Were you going to tell us?”
Chester said, “No. The children said Lura wears an amour with a big sword and the evil ones are scared of her.”
Joseph said, “Sir our rotation is up tomorrow can we go back to the town?”
Chester said, “I have to look over the need. I will post it tomorrow, well here I have to send the assignments.”
Chester said, “Have the two of you eaten?’
They said, “No sir.”
Chester said, “You can walk up with me.”
Joseph said, “We can walk with you sir, but we are not eating.”
Chester looked at them and said, “Why?”
Joseph said, “We are fasting and praying.”
Chester said, “We need for you to do that. You don’t need to leave your posts.”
Chester walked around the new structure and the tent.
Wes went into the house to eat dinner with Betsy, Joshua and Angelica.
Joshua and Angelica were sitting in the window and eating.
Angelica was eating massed potatoes and gravy.
Joshua was eating his stew and biscuit.
Betsy and Wes were cuddling and kissing.
Angelica was about to put her head down to get some potatoes and she looked up and saw Chester walking down to the cooks area and he looked at Wes’ tent.
He inspected the troops at that end.
Joshua said, “What is he doing?”
Angelica said, “I don’t know. But I need to talk to him.”
Joshua took a double look at Angelica.
Wes and Betsy looked up at her.
Joshua said, “Wes Betsy here we go again.”
Wes walked over to the window and looked to see who she was talking about.
Wes saw Chester walking from the cook area.
Angelica said, “Please Daddy Wes. It is important.”
Joshua was shaking his head.
Wes looked at Betsy.
Betsy did not say anything.
Angelica was looking up at Wes.
Wes said, “Angelica will I regret this?”
She shook her head for no.
She turned to Joshua, as Wes was going to the door to call Chester, and said, “Joshua what does regret mean?”
Joshua was drinking his hot coco and shook his head and said, “I don’t know.”
Betsy started laughing.
Angelica turned and looked at Betsy.
Joshua continued to drink his coco.
Wes stepped out on the front porch and said, “Chester do you mind stepping in here for a minute.”
Chester looked at Wes.
Wes said,”Please our baby girl wants to say something.”
Chester looked like he did not want to be bothered.
Angelica said, “He’s not coming.”
Joshua said, “Nope.”
Betsy leaned and peeped.
The new commander told his troops, “They are coming after her. She is much stronger than what we know.”
JESUS said, “I want the patients to be healed and the soldiers safe from devils. I want all the people to have peace and joy. Beat them away back into the town, so she can destroy them.”
The angels pulled out their swords.
Chester walked to the house.
He looked at Wes.
Wes kinda smiled and shrugged his shoulders.
He walked in the house.
Angelica and Joshua were peeping around the corner at Chester.
Chester said, “Good evening.”
Betsy said, “Hello.”
Angelica said, “Hello.”
Joshua was drinking his coco.
Angelica still looking at Chester said, “Joshua.”
Joshua said, “This is your mess.”
Angelica said, “This not mess.”
Chester said, “You wanted something.”
Angelica said, “I didn’t want something.”
Wes said, “Angelica?”
Angelica laughed.
She said, “I’m Angelica.”
She turned to Joshua and said, “Tell him your name.”
Joshua said, “I’m not in this.”
Chester said, “I have to go.”
Chester turned to walk out the door.
Wes looked at Angelica.
Angelica said, “Tell Clara I am coming.”
Chester had his hand on the doorknob.
He stopped and walked back and looked at Angelica.
He said, “How do you know Clara?”
Angelica said, “I don’t.”
Betsy looked at Angelica.
Wes stepped back so Chester could see Angelica.
Chester said, “You just called her name. How did you know I know a Clara?”
Angelica said, “When I am in my prayer room, I can hear Clara praying. She wants you to be her husband.”
Chester was overcome.
Wes looked at Betsy.
Betsy was watching Chester’s facial expression.
Chester looked around the house and said, “Where is your prayer room and where is Clara’s prayer room that you can hear her prayer?’
Angelica said, “In heaven with JESUS.”
Chester was kneeling down in front of Angelica and he nearly feel over and said, “What?”
Angelica said, “They want to kill Jason and Alice.”
Chester said, “How do you know the and how do you know someone wants to kill them?”
Angelica said,”JESUS showed me. Can you bring Laura and Clara and Mellissa here? I have to tell them  what they have to do to help Jason and Alice until I get there.”
Chester said, “You’re an injured kid.”
Angelica primped her mouth to cry.
Chester was so shocked at what Angelica was saying he knew no one could have told her that information.
JESUS said, “Angelica don’t cry. Tell him he is in danger. Some men are lying in wait for him after he pass Cate’s homesite to his left. To have his gun out, because they are a faster draw than him. I will let him break this case, so the men can see he is the person to become the head of the military. ” 
Wes said, “Angelica don’t cry.”
Chester sat on the floor and looked at Angelica.
Joshua leaned back to look in Angelica’s face.
Because he never seen her cry from anything but when she has bad pain in her body.
Angelica said, “JESUS said you are in danger. The men are lying in wait by Cate’s place to your left. JESUS said have your gun out because …”
Angelica had her head down like she was listening and said, “JESUS said they are a quicker drawal than you.”
Chester said “Draw.”
Angelica said,”JESUS said HE will let you break the case, so the men can see you are the person to be the head of the military.”
Chester sat and was total taken in by this child who was physically handicap, telling him what GOD has said. He could not understand it.
Chester sat and thought, “How could this child know Clara and her praying for me to be her husband?”
Chester could hear Clara’s voice saying, “Believe what she has said.”
He shook his head and stood and walked out the door.
He got on his horse and started riding back to the troop.
He passed his mom and dad sitting out with Bishop’s family.
They waved at him.
Craig said, “He did not stop that means he is busy.”
Angelica started looking straight ahead.
Joshua said, “What are you seeing?”
Angelica said, “He doesn’t believe there are five men with their guns out to shoot him.”
Joshua turned and said, “Betsy!!”
Angelica said, “JESUS please make him take out his gun.”
JESUS said to Chester, “You won’t lose anything if she is wrong.”
Chester slowed at the end of Frank and Glenda’s homesite and took his gun out of the holster and cocked the trigger and put the horses’ bridle in his left hand.
He continued to ride.
He picked up his speed. 
Chester looked over at the ground and saw shadows and he begin to shoot.
Craig and Marcus jumped up and Craig had his gun by him and they ran down by Cate.
Naomi, Cyndi and Marcus’ wife and children ran behind the wagons.
The sentries heard the gunfire and rode fast and Chester shooting at the ground.
The soldiers at the cute house ran to the dirt road and the ones surrounding the governor’s dwelling place got on the ground and pointed their rifles and guns.
Marc and Joseph pulled out their guns and got on their knees.
The soldiers up and down the brook yelled to one another gunfire.
The message got to the sergeant and Chester’s friend.
The soldiers double up and pulled their guns and sent a rider to the troop at the beginning of the town.
The rider yelled, “Gunfire.”
The soldiers had finished eating and the cooks were washing the dishes and putting away the food.
Some soldiers were on their mats napping, talking, reading and playing cards.
The captain ran out of his tent.
Skip decided he was a bad captain and remove his stripe.
The troop jumped and put on their boots and grabbed their guns and mounted their horses.
The man who lived close to the troop stooped down and ran to the end of his front porch and was peeping.
He ran into the house.
He thought about Jake had been to his house first thing that morning when he was outside feeding the horses and giving them water.
He was thinking about going and getting his wife and children and bringing them back while the soldiers were there. But his children could not attend the school because of that evil mayor.
He stood and smile that morning and told Jake, “Seventeen horses.”
Jake said, “Where are the saddles?”
The man said, “The military got them.”
Jake said, “I heard money was in them.”
The neighbor said, “I didn’t see any.”
Jake said, “I’ll be talking to you again.”
The neighbor was acting as if he was too busy trying to get the horse out to ride him to work.
The soldiers were watching him.
He got an old blanket and put on the horse and rode him to work. He spoke to the soldiers and passed Jake’s house and was about to turn in front of the school when he heard the gunfire.
He was so glad that Mr. Gray was shoot and arrested and carried out of the city.
The neighbor ran into the house and locked his door, and sleep on the floor.
The sentries at the command post rode to the command center and said, ”Shots fired.”
Commander Arnold was writing his reports and sending many reports to headquarters.
He was looking over the list of the executed commanders.
He saw where Harold made the decision to let the military families bury their dead.
But not the private people. They had a mass burial for them.
Commander heard a faint sound. 
Then the sentries started yelling gunfire.
Commander Arnold jumped up and readied his gun.
He mounted his horse with twenty soldiers.
They passed the governor’s tent.
Wes got Angelica and Joshua out the window and put Betsy on the floor with them and he ran to the governor’s tent.
Terry laid on the floor and had his gun drawn and pointed at the tent door.
Wes started checking the patients with Dr. Obersteen.
Betsy said, “Angelica pray.”
Angelica said, “You and Joshua pray. JESUS hears you too.”
Betsy said, “You are so right.”
Angelica yawned.
Betsy said, “Your going to sleep now?”
Angelica was on her side and Betsy laid next to her and Joshua was behind Betsy.
The sentries beat Craig and Marcus to Chester.
The sentries could not see in the dark well.
Chester pulled his gun he wears on his chest and begin to shoot and ride.
He followed the shadows as they ran to the brook.
Chester said, “God don’t let them get away.”
Craig and Marcus ran to the shadows and saw three men down.
The sentries followed Chester.
Chester troop put on their boots and mounted their horses.
Chester rode hard behind the shadows.
He begin to shoot midway the figures.
He heard them fall in the brook.
His troop got to the sound of gunfire.
Commander Arnold and the twenty soldiers rushed to the sound of gunfire.
Craig ran to Cate’s campsite and got her oil lamp stick and ran back to Marcus.
They saw the three were not dead.
Chester dismounted his horse and grabbed the shooters out the water.
Chester troop brought torches.
They saw the two men Chester dragged out the brook.
The troop surrounded the men.
The sentries tied their hands and feet.
Commander Arnold and the twenty soldiers with him went back to the three that were laid on the ground.
Craig had his gun pointed at the three.
Commander Arnold looked and said, “Good job Chester.”
Chester said, “All Glory to GOD.”
Commander Arnold said, “I know.”
Benson heard he gunfire right behind his head.
He ran all the way to the troop. 
Then he turned and looked back.
Commander Arnold said, “I need to leave tomorrow these interrogations may take days. I give you Chester the authority to conduct the interrogations.”
Chester said, “Yes sir.”
Commander Arnold said, “Interrogate them not kill them.”
Craig listened.
Chester was frustrated said, “Sir I told all of you that was an accident.”
Commander Arnold said, “Good night?”
Craig said, “Son are you hurt?”
Chester said, “Only a flesh wound.”
Craig said, “Go to that damn nosey ass Wes now.”
Chester was looking around and said, “I have…”
Craig said, “Now. Your mother will be upset and I want be able to enjoy my whiskey and cigar.”
Chester said, “Thanks for thinking about me, dad.”
Marcus was scared and did not say anything.
Chester rode to the second in command and said. “Put thirty men on them. Find all their weapons and send headquarters a telegram that five more assassins have been caught.”
Chester was holding his bleeding arm and said, “Whoa.”
Chester turned and rode to the governor’s tent and dismounted his horse.
He stumbled in the tent and Wes and Dr. Obersteen had a surgical kit ready.
They helped Chester onto the governor’s old cot.
Chester did not remember anything else.
He woke by the chirping of the birds.
He heard the bugle blowing.
He looked at the bandages on his arm and he tried to sit up and realized he had an IV.
He saw Dr. Obersteen asleep on the floor.
Terry was asleep in the chair by Newsom.
Chester sat on the cot and heard the troop scramble to do their physical strength training.
He sat and thought how that little girl with the big brown eyes and huge grin save Clara’s husband.
Chester said, “God I have to get to know YOU.”
Dr. Obersteen finally woke up and saw Chester sitting and looking at him.
Dr. Obersteen said, “Good morning.
He checked Chester’s wound and changed the bandages.
He disconnected the IV and reached Chester a bottle of the pain relief and a bag with bandages and a  wound cleaning solution.
Chester said, “You guys are very good.”
Dr. Obersteen helped Chester put his shirt on and jacket.
Dr. Obersteen said, “I was wondering how you were not cold. Three pairs of thermal and a wool coat.”
Chester said, “It beats fur boots and vest.”
Dr. Obersteen laughed. 
He helped Chester down and out the tent.
One of the soldiers in the front of the yard, helped Chester to his horse.
Chester rode to his troop.
Craig was about to come to Wes and Dr. Obersteen, when Chester passed and waved his bandage bags.
His father went and got under the wagon with Naomi and went back to sleep.
Chester thought, “How am I going to break this case and why me?”
[bookmark: _GoBack]The little girl said, JESUS said to show I am the person to be head of the military.
He thought about Angelica and said, “I won’t doubt her now.”
